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March . 6, 1970 
Mr . W . L. Totty 
Garfield Heights Church of C~rist 
2842 Shelby Street ~, 
Indianapolis, Jndia~a 
Dear brother Totty: · 
I deeply regr:et that you were offended by my last letter to you . · I appreciate 
your genuine seeking and I -hope ·that this letter will satisfy your conc.~rn for 
truth to the _point that we, will no.t need any . further correspondence . f ~m ·sure 
you a·i-e as busy with your work at Garfield Heights as I am with the work here 
at Highland . , 
You asked me a question regarding the Holy Spirit for which I do nor find a 
direct B_iblical phras_e or statement. The only way, therefore, that I can an-
swer you properly and truthfully is simply to say that I believe in the indwelling 
of the Spirit as taught by~ 2:38; Acts 5:32; Galatians 4:4-6; Ephes-ians 1: 13, 14; 
and Romans 8:1-16. Since these passages do not mention the words "actuol .ly, 
personally, ·and literally, 11 I wilt not be able to answer your q_uestion out · of these 
conte~ts . !·believe what these passages .feach . All I kno~ __ about the Holy Spirit 
is what the ·Bible teaches me . I accept everything the New ·Testqment teaches 
about the work of the· Holy Spirit in the Christian 's ·life . 
· I am happy to know ·that you are ordering a copy of my Nashville tal-k from. 
Campus Evangelism . I know you will be extremely interested in listening · carefu lly 
and patie,:itly to the entire tape of my talk, . II Jesus in Me. II . I have enclosed the 
address of the Campus Evongeli.sm office who will be happy to send you the tape at 
• I • " a very nom ma price • · . : 
You will also be jnterested in what other brethren whose scholarship both of. us 
respect have said on the question you asked: I believe exact ly as J .D. Bales be-
lieves and as he wrote in The Holy Spirit and the Christion, pages 38-46 (Slireveport, 
Louisiana:Gussie Lambert Publications, 1966.-); I believe exactly what Thomas B. 
Warren showed co_nclusively regarding the indwelling Holy Spirit at the 1967 Harding 
College Lectures in "The _Holy Spirit and the Christion," pages 346- 364; I agree com-
pletely with what J .W. Roberts said in the 1961 ACC Lectures, "The Indwelling 
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·of the Holy Spirit," pages 299-309. I am sure you will want to also consult 
an article by John H. Ba-~nister on "Whc;at is the Work of the Indwelling Spirit':" 
in the.2QtliCentury Cbcistlao, June , ,,1956, pages 12-15 . If runderstand what 
<,these four hlen have written, . I would have - to say thQt whatever ~ay they 
answE!r your question is the same way I answer the question . 
Fraternally _yours, 
John Al'len Chalk 
JAC:hm 
Enclosu re 
-- .: 
.:- I 
. ! 
W. L. TOTTY, Evangelist 
{ Church: 784-9480 Phones Residence: 881-5398 
Mr. John Allen Chalk 
P. o. Box 2439 
Abilene, Texas 79604 
Dear Brother Chalk: 
2842 SHBLBY STREET 
[NDIANAPOLIS, lNDIANA 46203 
February 25, 1970 
Your letter of February 20 was received today. You said, "Your 
question regarding the Holy Spirit was not well enough defined in your 
letter for me to be able to answer it." My question was, "Will you 
please give me a statement as to whether or not you, believe the Holy 
Spirit actually and literally dwells in a Christian." If that is not 
well enough defined for you to answer it, I must admit I do not know how 
to define it. 
You said in your letter, "I do believe, however, that if you are genuine-
ly interested in the truth about what I taught regarding the Holy Spirit 
in that particular lesson that you will write the Campus Evangelism people 
in Houston and request a copy of the tape at that particular talk." In that 
statement you highly insinuate that I am not "genuinely interested in the 
truth." If I had not been ''genuinely interested in the truth" I would not 
have gone directly to you for an explanation. I would have taken what 
somebody said about your speech if I had been interested in making a case 
against you. But I learned from the Bible to go to a person personally. 
Now I still would appreciate an answer from you as to whether you 
believe the Holy Spirit actually, personally and literally dwells in a 
Christian. 
I did not know that they had tapes of what you said for distribution. 
··-. Through the years I have been ''genuinely interested" in the Herald of 
Truth to defend it in public discussion a number of times; and since you 
are connected with the Highland Church, I felt that I had a right to ask 
you a question. 
Fi ul~~ 
W. L. Totty / 
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